
Severe Tic Disorders (chronic tic disorder, Tourette’s Syndrome)

Safety issues are critical.  Clinicians 
should review FDA alerts on all agents 
before prescribing.
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Level 0
Assess duration and severity (Greater than 6 weeks)

Careful assessment, issues of social, educational, physical impairment and 
contributing comorbidity need to be evaluated

Level 1
Habit reversal therapy

Can also use level 2 options if severe symptoms and impairment 
are present

Level 2
Haloperidol, Risperidone, (possibly Aripiprazole)

Level 3 
Pimozide*, Quetiapine, Olanzapine, Ziprasidone

*Safety Issues

Level 4
Antipsychotic in combination with SSRI, clonazepam, Alpha2 agonists, 

or an anticonvulsant depending on target symptoms
Severity of illness should drive the use of one or two agents, and habit 

reversal therapy should be a mainstay
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